
 
 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
MAYOR’S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE 

MAYOR 

 

GEORGE J. PROAKIS         

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 

PLANNING DIVISION STAFF          
SARAH LEWIS, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING Case #: ZBA 2016-140-E1-11/2018 

SARAH WHITE, PLANNER/PRESERVATION PLANNER Date: January 9, 2019 

ALEX MELLO, PLANNER Recommendation: Approval 

MONIQUE BALDWIN, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

CITY HALL ● 93 HIGHLAND AVENUE ● SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02143 

(617) 625-6600 EXT. 2500 ● TTY: (617) 666-0001 ● FAX: (617) 625-0722 

www.somervillema.gov 

 

PLANNING STAFF REPORT 
  

Site: 20-24 Rush Street 

 

Applicant & Owner Name: Buck Lee Real Estate Development, LLC 

Applicant & Owner Address: 84 Sunset Rock Road, Andover, MA 01810 

Agent: Buck Lee Real Estate Development, LLC 

Agent Address: 84 Sunset Rock Road, Andover, MA 01810 

Alderman: Matthew McLaughlin 

 

Legal Notice:  Applicant and Owner, Buck Lee Real Estate Development, LLC, seek to extend their Special Permit 

by one year under §5.3.10 of the SZO. RB zone. Ward 1. 

 

Dates of Public Hearing: Zoning Board of Appeals – January 9, 2019 

 

 

I.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
1. Subject Property: The subject property suffered a fire in the spring of 2016 resulting in the total loss 

of the 9-unit building. Though in the RB zone, the 9-unit use was a pre-existing legal use of the property. 

The lot, now devoid of the building, is 4,437 square feet and retains the foundation of the lost building. 

 

2. Proposal: The Applicant seeks approval for a one-year extension of the Special Permits received on 

January 18, 2017. 
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II. EVALUATION & FINDINGS FOR EXTENSION 
Under SZO §5.3.10 good cause for an extension of a special permit shall be determined by the SPGA, and 

only upon a finding of demonstrated hardship (e.g. financing problems, labor strike, bad weather 

conditions, or act of God) and that there has been good faith effort to overcome the hardship and expedite 

progress.  
 
Demonstration of Hardship 

Since the Special Permits were granted on January 18, 2017, this property has either been for sale or 

changed hands multiple times. The current owner purchased the property in the summer of 2018. Since 

that time, the owner has been working to meeting the conditions of the special permit that are required to 

be completed prior to the issuance of a building permit for this project. One of the biggest challenges has 

been completing the AHIP requirements. 

 

Good Faith Effort to Overcome Hardship and Expedite Progress 

The current owner has worked with the Planning Office, ISD, and Housing Office over the last few 

months to resolve outstanding issues surrounding pre-building permit conditions of their ZBA approval. It 

is Staff’s understanding that the most challenging portion to complete was the AHIP requirement. On 

Wednesday, December 12, 2018, Planning Staff and ISD received written confirmation that the AHIP 

requirement had been completed by the current owner. Staff has attached said document to this report.  

 

It is Staff’s position that, since purchasing the property, the current owner has worked, within a short 

period of time, to resolve the AHIP and other outstanding pre-building permit conditions approved by the 

ZBA. 

 

III. RECOMMENDATION 
Planning Staff recommends that the Board grant the extension of the special permit until January 18, 

2020, which is one year beyond the expiration date of the original Special Permit.  
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